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Garstang  Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Report,  1898. 


Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  duty  to  place  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  past  year  ending  December  31st. 

This  is  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report  and  compares  well  with 
previous  years,  the  Death  Rate  been  only  just  over  13  per  1000,  and 
the  Zymotic  Death  Rate  being  .16  per  1000.  These  are  both  very 
satisfactory. 

infectious  Outbreaks. 

Ninety-seven  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  notified 
during  the  year,  the  one  prevalent  disease  being  Scarlet  Fever  of  a 
mild  type,  seventy-two  cases  of  this  disease  having  been  notified 
without  a single  death.  The  townships  chiefly  affected  being — 
Garstang  with  20  cases  ; Catterall  with  10  cases  ; Pilling  9 ; Upper 
Rawcliffe-with-Tarnacre  9 ; Kirkland  9.  Every  precaution  was 
taken,  yet  the  disease  continued  to  spread,  there  being  no  means  of 
thorough  isolation. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. — Two  deaths  from  this  disease ; one 
being  in  Pilling,  the  other  in  Stalmine.  Out  of  a total  of  10  cases 
in  your  District  four  of  these  occurred  in  Pilling. 

ERYSIPELAS.- — This  disease  appeared  chiefly  in  Preesall. 

Drainage. 

The  drainage  at  Bowgreave  now  works  in  a satisfactory  manner 
and  is  much  improved. 

Knot-End. — The  scheme  here  still  stands  in  abeyance  much  to 
the  danger  to  Public  Health  and  progression  of  the  place.  I must 
again  repeat  what  I have  so  often  now  stated  that  the  drainage  and 
water  supply  of  Knot-End  are  both  dangerous,  and  no  time  should 
be  lost  in  bringing  about  definite  improvements. 

Hambleton. — The  drainage  here  remains  the  same. 

The  Parochial  Committee  have  decided  to  hold  a Public  Inquiry, 
when,  I presume,  a representative  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
will  attend. 
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Catterall. — Some  progress  has  been  made  here  in  drainage. 

I may  here  remind  your  Council  of  the  correspondence  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  about  the  drainage  of  these  two  townships. 

Great  Eccleston. — A scheme  has  been  approved  for  the  drain- 
age of  this  village,  and  although  such  is  not  a scheme  which  in  the 
present  enlightened  age  of  sanitation  one  would  have  expected,  yet 
it  is  a fair  attempt  to  remove  existing  nuisances. 

I should  indeed  be  sorry  to  needlessly  increase  the  rating  of  any 
township  in  your  District,  but  I should  like  once  again  to  suggest  to 
your  Council  that  in  any  drainage  scheme  on  hand  such  should  be 
done  well  and  comply  with  the  most  recent  sanitary  improvements 
of  modern  times.  From  careful  observation  now  for  many  years,  I 
am  convinced  that  patch-work  in  drainage  is  a decided  waste  of 
public  money  and  is  not  sound  financially,  and  certainly  not  bene- 
ficial to  the  general  health  of  the  community. 

Drainage  should  always  be  thorough  and  have  a permanent  and 

beneficial  object  in  view. 

Garstang. — Steady  improvement  has  taken  place,  but  many 
parts  of  the  township  require  attention,  and  much  remains  to  be 
done.  The  scavenging  is  not  well  carried  out,  and  I strongly  recom- 
mend the  free  use  of  Peat  for  the  pail  closets  ; a good  absorbent  and 
deodorizer  is  most  important  for  these  pail  closets  and  a regular  and 
systematic  cleaning. 

The  concreting  of  many  back  yards  in  this  locality  would  do 
good. 

C alder  Yale. — Here  important  drainage  works  are  in  contem- 
plation and  certainly  not  without  just  cause. 

Kirkland. — The  Inspector  has  this  village  in  hand. 

Water*  Supply, 

This  question  receives  constant  attention.  Great  Eccleston 
should  now  soon  receive  its  supply  from  the  Fylde  Water  Co.  Knot- 
End  is  also  much  wanting  water.  I must  here  remind  you  of  the 
Circular  Letter  from  the  Local  Government  Board  with  regard  to 
your  duty  in  this  matter. 

Disinhabifing  of  Dwellings. 

Some  good  work  is  being  done  by  your  Council  in  this  direction. 
You  have  obtained  a conviction  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act.  This  matter  now  requires  to  be  carefully  followed  and 
much  benefit  is  bound  to  accrue  in  your  district. 

There  are  many  dwellings  of  the  cottage  type  quite  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  but  when  condemned  there  is  little  tendency  to 
re-build  except  in  Pilling  and  Preesall.  Dwellings  of  the  cottage 
type  are  much  needed  in  many  townships. 

Slaughter-houses. 

These  have  received  special  attention  and  are  much  improved. 


Infectious  Disease  (Notification  Act)  continues  to  act  well,  and 
must  in  future  become  compulsory  throughout  the  United  Kingdom 
as  a great  aid  to  prevention  of  disease  ; but  to  be  thoroughly  effectual 
should  be  combined  with  means  of  thorough  isolation  which  does 
not  exist  in  your  district. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

This  matter  continues  to  occupy  your  serious  attention  and 
causes  considerable  anxiety,  not  only  to  your  Council,  but  to  the 
public  generally.  The  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  present  epidemic 
of  Scarlet  Fever  in  your  district  is  well  illustrated  without  means  of 
thorough  isolation. 

Every  possible  means  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Epi- 
demic (apart  from  thorough  isolation)  and  yet  the  disease  continued 
to  spread. 

Notification  is  to  a great  extent  ineffectual  without  thorough 
means  of  isolation. 

I see  no  reasonable  means  of  coping  with  this  matter  except 
the  provisions  of  one  or  more  Isolation  Hospitals. 

I must  here  call  your  attention  to  my  Annual  Reports  : — 1885, 
page  7 ; 1886,  page  4 ; 1892,  page  4 ; 1893,  page  5 ; 1896,  page  6. 
In  the  year  1885  the  matter  is  plainly  placed  before  you,  and  all  my 
subsequent  reports  above  tend  in  one  direction  as  the  only  practical 
and  wise  solution,  viz.  : — the  provision  of  one  or  more  permanent 
Isolation  Hospitals. 

Apart  from  public  health,  it  should  be  well  realized  by  any 
public  body  the  great  financial  loss  any  district  sustains  during  a 
prolonged  epidemic  of  infectious  disease. 

This  question  has  also  another  very  serious  aspect  in  your  dis- 
trict and  one  which  from  prolonged  experience,  I cannot  overlook 
the  contamination  particularly  of  dairy  products  in  infected  dwellings. 
In  fact  the  danger  of  infection  (at  any  farm-house),  whether  they 
make  cheese,  butter,  or  purvey  milk,  is  exceedingly  great,  particularly 
is  this  the  case  with  Scarlet  Fever,  since  the  cow  has  been  known  to 
contract  a disease  similar  to  Scarlet  Fever,  and  the  milk  of  such 
produced  the  disease  in  the  human  family.  Besides  this,  any  article 
from  the  dairy  may  become  infected  from  without  and  thereby  con- 
vey infectious  disease.  I leave  this  matter  to  your  own  judgment, 
but  you  are  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council.  In  1897 
Report  the  County  Medical  Officer  writes  : “ Conference,  1895)  That 
the  Garstang  Rural  District  Council  was  willing  to  provide  for  the 
ordinary  cases  of  infectious  disease.” 

■ He  further  writes  : “As  far  as  I am  aware  no  progress  has  been 
made  beyond  the  considering  stage,  which  there  is  reason  to  fear 
may  be  unduly  prolonged.” 

My  own  individual  opinion  on  this  matter,  formed  by  careful 
observation  and  experience,  is,  that  there  cannot  be  any  doubt  about 
your  duty  to  the  public  on  this  question,  viz.  : — some  permanent 
and  practical  means  of  isolation. 
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Cowsheds  and  Daisies  0rderB 

The  more  experience  I have  in  your  district,  I am  driven  to  the 
importance  of  the  above  Order  if  not  completely,  in  some  modified 
form. 

In  1896  I brought  this  matter  strongly  under  your  notice.  It 
was  then  considered  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  Order  01  any  modified 
regulations. 

Your  Council  realized  the  importance  of  the  subject,  but  the 
Agricultural  industry  being  so  depressed  you  did  not  feel  justified  in 
causing  a large  expenditure  of  money  by  the  Landlords,  and  possibly 
also  the  tenants,  in  the  radical  charges  required  under  this  Order. 

This  question  is  not  only  a landlord’s  as  well  as  a tenant’s,  but 
is  one  which  concerns  the  public  generally,  and  it  is  your  duty  to 

the  public  which  is  of  first  importance. 

The  great  question  to  my  mind  is,  could  not  this  matter  be 

made  beneficial  all  round. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  what  price  “ Pure  Milk  ” may  not 
fetch  in  the  market. 

The  public  generally  are  being  educated  to  this  question,  and 
inferior  or  contaminated  milk  will  soon  become  an  article  of  diet  not 
worthy  of  production  by  the  British  Parmer.  It  will  be  the  best 
milk  produced  from  tested  cows  and  under  the  best  sanitary  con- 
ditions which  will  become  the  article  of  commerce. 

The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Order  has  a most  important  bearing 
on  this  matter,  and  is  also  carefully  interwoven  with  the  question  of 
Tuberculosis.  I am  bound  to  admit  the  question  is  one  of  serious 
Importance  to  all  landowners,  but  legislation  rather  tends  to  com- 
pulsion on  the  question. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  in  his  report  of  ’97  writes  strongly 
on  the  subject,  and  states  that  it  is  unsafe  to  give  this  work  to  Local 
Authorities,  who  in  the  past  have  shown  so  much  apathy  and  neglect 
regarding  Cowsheds.  The  population  in  large  towns  are  calling  for 
protection  on  this  matter,  and  if  such  is  strongly  agitated  pressure 
will  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Local  Government  Board  or  County 

Council.  . _ . . 

The  question  arises  whether  it  would  not  be  wise  to  appoint  a 

Committee  on  this  question  and  adopt  some  modified  form  of  Older, 
receiving  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

It  would  be  useless  to  do  anything  without  their  sanction,  lest 
after  carrying  out  certain  reforms  you  were  afterwards  compelled  to 
comply  with  the  exact  letter  of  the  present  adopted  Order. 

The  important  question  which  will  affect  your  District  is  the 

required  cubic  space  of  800  feet. 

Tuberculosis. 

This  question  is  one  of  great  importance  in  your  District,  since 
the  production  of  milk  to  be  sent  by  rail  to  important  towns  is 
greatly  on  the  increase,  and  is  an  important  source  of  remuneration 
for  Agriculturists. 
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The  feeding  of  fat  cattle  also  is  an  important  matter,  since  a 
large  proportion  of  beasts  are  found  to  he  Tubercular,  and  the 
meat  of  such  cattle  when  indifferently  cooked  is  an  undoubtable 
source  of  danger  to  the  health  of  the  public. 

It  may  be  accepted  generally  that  any  person  who  takes  tuber- 
cular matter  into  the  body  as  food  incurs  risk  of  acquiring  the 
disease. 

Such  being  the  case,  the  dangers  from  tubercular  milk  and  meat 
as  well  as  infection  from  the  disease,  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated. 

Milk  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  greatest  sources  of  infection, 
especially  to  the  young  population  of  this  country. 

Milk  is  unfortunately  often  used  for  young  children,  as  well  as 
others,  in  an  unboiled  condition,  and  as  such,  is  a great  source  of 
danger. 

The  commonest  cause  of  (Tabes  Mesenterica)  consumption  of 
the  bowels  in  young  children  is  now  considered  to  be  tubercular  milk. 

There  is  yet  no  proof  that  a tubercular  cow  (unless  she  has  a 
tubercular  udder)  gives  tubercular  milk. 

This  is  a matter  of  great  importance  to  the  farmer  as  well  as  to 
the  public,  since  according  to  present  scientific  investigation,  a cow 
does  not  give  tubercular  milk  unless  she  has  a diseased  udder,  and 
such  of  a tubercular  character. 

The  consumption  of  milk  is  wholesale  and  universal,  and  one 
cow  with  a tubercular  udder  is  capable  of  contaminating  the  milk  of 
a large  dairy. 

Such  at  present  is  the  scientific  aspect  of  this  matter,  and  there 
is  practically  no  legislative  protection,  and  yet  the  gravest  source  of 
danger  to  public  health  in  this  country. 

I might  here  quote  you  the  recommendations  of  the  Eoyal 
Commission  on  this  subject,  and  as  this  inquiry  has  been  one  of  an 
exhaustive  and  careful  character,  the  deductions  arrived  at  deserve 
the  highest  consideration  of  any  Public  Health  Authority. 

(A)  Systematic  inspection  of  the  cows  in  dairies  and  cowsheds  by 

the  officers  of  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  within  whose 
district  the  premises  are  situated. 

(B)  Inspection,  when  desired,  of  the  cows  in  any  dairy  or  cowshed, 

wherever  situated,  by  the  authorized  officers  of  Local  Author- 
ities within  whose  district  milk  from  the  premises  in  question 
is  supplied. 

(C)  Power  for  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  suspend  the  supply  of 

milk  from  any  suspected  cow7  for  a limited  period  pending 
veterinary  inspection. 

(D)  Power  to  prohibit  the  supply  of  milk  from  any  cow  certified  by 

a veterinary  surgeon  to  be  suffering  from  such  disease  of  the 
udder  as  in  his  opinion  renders  the  animal  unfit  for  the 
supply  of  milk,  or  exhibiting  clinical  symptoms  of  tuberculosis. 

(E)  The  provision  of  a penalty  for  supplying  milk  for  sale  from  any 

cow7  having  obvious  udder  disease  without  the  possession  by 
the  owner  of  a certificate  to  the  effect  that  such  disease  is 
not  tubercular. 
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In  populous  places  no  cowshed  should  be  registered  unless  the 
following  conditions  are  complied  with 

(i.)  An  impervious  floor. 

(ii.)  A sufficient  water  supply  for  flushing. 

(iii.)  Proper  drainage. 

(iv.)  A depot  for  manure  at  a sufficient  distance  from  the  byres. 

(v.)  A minimum  cubic  contents  of  from  600  to  800  feet  for  each 
adult  beast,  varying  according  to  the  average  weight  of 
the  animal. 

(vi.)  A minimum  floor  space  of  50  feet  to  each  adult  beast. 

(vii.)  Sufficient  light  and  ventilation. 

A very  important  recommendation  is  attached  to  the  report,  viz  : 

That  owners  should  be  encouraged  to  test  their  animals  by  the 
offer  of  a gratuitous  supply  of  Tuberculin,  and  the  gratuitous  services 
of  a veterinary  surgeon.  But  if  such  is  done,  what  compensation 
is  the  farmer  to  receive  for  those  animals  which  re-act  ? and  what 
means,  if  any  are  provided,  for  the  isolation  of  the  infected  animals? 
It  is  recommended  that  these  animals  be  slaughtered,  and  the  meat 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  given  to  the  farmer. 

Such  a tax  on  the  agricultural  interest  of  this  country  is  one 
which  the  industry  could  not  possibly  stand  in  its  already  depressed 
state  without  further  compensation. 

The  whole  question  is  one  of  grave  public  importance  and  con- 
cerns the  breeder,  the  seller,  the  buyer,  and  lastly,  the  consumer,  in 
the  highest  degree. 

The  magnitude  and  wide-spread  character  of  Tuberculosis  must 
be  fully  borne  in  mind  by  any  Government  or  Local  Authority. 

Many  years  of  careful  supervision  and  the  use  of  all  known 
combined  means  will  be  required  to  mitigate  Tuberculosis,  setting 
aside  its  eradication  as  a disease. 

To  my  mind  an  immediate  remedy  should  be  instituted  whereby 
to  destroy  the  main  source  of  infection,  viz.  : — milk.  This  can  be 
easily  done  by  sterilizing  or  boiling. 

There  can  be  no  better  spent  money  by  any  public  body  than 
that  of  printed  instructions,  or  perhaps  better  a skilled  instructor 
sent  to  every  house  (particularly  where  there  are  children)  as  to  the 
most  desirable  method  of  destroying  the  Tubercle  Bacilli  or  other 
germs  in  milk.  These  Tubercle  Bacilli  will  find  their  way  into  milk 
apart  from  the  udder,  we  cannot  doubt,  for  these  bacilli  have  a 
natural  affinity  for  milk,  and  the  infected  animal  may  exhale  or 
excrete  them,  and  thus  be  a source  of  danger  to  milk.  It  would 
seem  therefore  that  all  milk  at  the  present  time  should  be  sterilized 
to  insure  public  protection.  The  sooner  the  community  at  large 
realize  this  matter  the  more  shall  we  prevent  the  spreading  of  this 
terrible  and  much  dreaded  disease. 

The  Boyal  Commission  also  goes  very  carefully  into  the  ques- 
tion of  inspection  of  slaughtered  meat,  the  establishing  of  public 
slaughter-houses,  and  specially  skilled  Meat  Inspectors,  and  arrives 
at  important  conclusions  on  this  subject. 
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This  question  of  tubercular  meat  is  one  of  great  importance, 
since  recently  some  butchers  have  declined  to  purchase  cattle  by 
public  auction  except  on  some  reasonable  guarantee.  Apart  from 
public  health,  this  question  is  very  likely  to  seriously  affect  finan- 
cially in  the  future  home-fatted  cattle,  and  give  the  foreigner  a 
better  market  for  his  already  slaughtered  beasts,  the  internal  organs 
of  which  have  already  been  removed.  It  is  in  these  internal  organs 
that  the  disease  shows  its  greatest  tendency  to  attack,  and  there- 
fore the  most  positive  evidence  of  its  existence. 

Vaccination. 

This  subject  has  received  serious  government  attention,  result- 
ing in  a special  bill  on  the  subject,  which  has  recently  come  into 
operation. 

The  main  objects  of  the  Bill  are : — 

(x\)  An  endeavour  to  destroy  public  prejudice. 

(B)  To  provide  the  most  efficient  means  of  Vaccination  according 
to  present  scientific  research. 

(i.)  By  the  use  of  glycerinated  calf  lymp. 

(ii.)  By  a careful  Aseptic  Vaccination. 

(iii.)  A visit  to  the  home  of  the  patient. 

These  instructions,  if  carried  out,  reduce  the  dangers  of  vaccin- 
ation to  the  lowest  possible  minimum.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in 
future  no  human  vaccine  is  to  be  used,  the  Local  Government  Board 
supplying  free  of  charge  the  glycerinated  calf  lymp. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  harm  has  been  done  by  vaccin- 
ation in  the  past,  but  admitting  this,  the  benefits  derived  are  of  much 
greater  magnitude.  The  great  tendency  of  public  opinion  on  most 
matters  is  to  fix  upon  the  harm  done  and  not  the  good.  In  doing 
good  it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid  doing  a certain  amount  of  harm, 
at  least  in  the  eyes  of  the  general  public. 

Personally  I look  upon  the  conscientious  objector  as  a great 
source  of  public  danger.  The  sooner  the  public  are  educated  to  the 
new  conditions  of  vaccination  the  better,  now  that  the  gravest  ob- 
jections of  vaccination  have  been  removed. 

The  Anti-Vaccinator  can  no  longer  take  a firm  stand,  his  prin- 
cipal arguments  being  removed ; constitutional  contamination  is 
practically  impossible  under  the  new  conditions. 

The  protective  power  of  vaccination  is  beyond  all  controversy, 
and  all  extraneous  sources  of  contamination  under  the  new  condi- 
tions are  practically  nil.  Th°  sooner  this  is  realized  by  the  community 
at  large  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  public  health  of  this  country. 

At  present  the  danger  from  Smallpox  is  increasing,  and  Small- 
pox Isolation  Hospitals  will  become  more  imperative. 

I now  add  Table  of  Deaths  in  the  different  Townships.  It  will 
be  seen  that  Hambleton  possesses  the  highest  death  rate  24.5  ; 
Cleveley,  Holleth  and  Winmarleigh  having  no  death  at  all. 

Births  are:- — 123  Males;  131  Females. 

The  Birth  Bate  per  1000  being  20.90. 
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The  Death  Bate  per  1000  being  13.003  shows  an  increase  of 
about  7 per  1000. 

I should  be  glad  to  see  the  Bye-Laws  universal  throughout  your 
district  instead  of  partial.  I feel  sure  this  would  mean  further  pro- 
gress. 

Table  of  Deaths  and  Births. 


ilation 

Townships. 

Deaths. 

Bate  per  1000 

1113 

Barnacre-with-Bonds 

..  21 

18.8 

176 

Bilsborrow  

..  2 

11.3 

402 

Bleasdale  

..  8 

19.9 

179 

Cab  us  

..  1 

5.5 

336 

Catterall  

..  5 

14.8 

575 

Claughton 

..  8 

13.9 

65 

Cleveley  

..  0 

0 

560 

Forton  

..  5 

8.9 

856 

Garstang  

..  13 

15.1 

553 

Great  Eccleston  

..  8 

14.4 

367 

Hambleton  

..  9 

24.5 

25 

Holleth 

..  0 

0. 

504 

Inskip- with- Sowerby  

..  5 

9.9 

337 

Kirkland  

...  3 

8.9 

395 

Myerscough 

..  3 

7.5 

350 

Nateby 

..  5 

14.2 

789 

Nether  Wyresdale  

..  6 

7.6 

721 

Out  Bawcliffe  

..  6 

8.3 

1480 

Pilling  

..  23 

15.5 

896 

Preesall-with-Hackensall  

..  14 

15.6 

502 

Stalmine-with-Staynall  

..  7 

13.9 

599 

Upper  Bawcliffe-with-Tarnacre 

6 

10.01 

371 

Winmarleigh 

. 0 

0 

Total 158 


13.003 


BirthSo 

Males.  Females.  Total.  Bate  per  1000 


Garstang  57  57  114  18.58 

Stalmine  35  50  85  26.19 

St.  Michael’s  31  24  55  19.84 


123  131  254  20.90 


Difference  between  Birth  and  Death  Bate  : 


Birth  Bate  20.90 

Death  Bate  13.003 

Difference 7.897 
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To  the  Garstang  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I herewith  beg  to  hand  you  my  Report  of  the  Sanitary  work 
done  in  your  district  during  the  year  ending  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1898. 

I have  visited  all  infectious  cases  and  infected  dwellings  ; all 
houses  have  been  fumigated  after  infectious  diseases. 

The  Lodging-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  are  fairly 
wTell  kept. 

The  Slaughter-houses  have  also  been  regularly  inspected  and  all 
in  the  Townships  of  Barnacre-with-Bonds,  Garstang,  Great  Eccles- 
ton,  Kirkland  and  Pilling  have  had  such  structural  alterations  made 
to  them  so  as  to  comply  with  the  Bye-Laws. 

Bakehouses,  Workshops,  Canal  Boats  and  other  premises  in 
which  persons  are  employed  are  periodically  inspected. 

Proceedings  wTere  taken  before  Justices  in  one  case  during  the 
year  : — a house  untit  for  human  habitation  ; order  was  made  by  the 
Court  for  the  house  to  be  closed. 

The  sewage  works  at  Bowgreave,  Barnacre-with-Bonds,  still 
continue  to  work  very  satisfactorily. 

Building  operations  have  again  increased  very  considerably  in 
your  district  during  last  year,  more  especially  in  the  Township  of 
Preesall-with-Hackensall. 

Drainage,  waiter  supply  and  all  other  sanitary  matters  in  your 
district  are,  as  in  former  reports,  dealt  with  by  Dr.  Fisher,  your 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Particulars  of  Inspections,  &c. 

Number  of  Inspections  made 1764 

Number  of  complaints  received 25 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  abated  during  the  year  184 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  unabated  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  28 

Number  of  Overcrowding  Nuisances  abated  8 

Filthy  Houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed  4 

Number  of  Houses  disinhabited  11 

Number  of  Houses  in  which  proceedings  are  being  taken  with 

a view  to  disinhabit 24 

Removal  of  Animals  improperly  kept  4 

Removal  of  Manure  improperly  deposited  6 

New  Wells  sunk  6 

Old  Wells  cleansed  8 

Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  inspected 3 

Bakehouses  inspected  ' 4 

Premises  inspected  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  ...  11 

Canal  Boats  inspected 71 

Number  of  Houses  fumigated  after  infectious  diseases  each 

infected  dwelling 

School  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases 4 

Plans  received  for  approval  53 
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Plans  approved 41 

Plans  not  approved  12 

Representing : — 

New  houses  approved 62 

,,  ,,  not  approved  10 

,,  additions  to  houses  approved  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  not  approved 1 

,,  form  buildings,  &c.,  approved  12 

,,  ,,  ,,  not  approved  3 

,,  Slaughter-houses  approved  2 

Houses  erected  or  completed  during  the  year 53 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year  29 

Additions  to  houses  completed  3 

Farm  buildings,  &c.,  completed 12 

Slaughter-houses  (new)  completed  2 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 


Town  Hall,  Garstang,  JAMES  COOK, 

February,  1899.  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


The  Inspector’s  Report  shows  a great  amount  of  work. 

Your  district  is  extensive  and  requires  a great  amount  of  labour 
from  the  Inspector  as  well  as  your  Council. 

In  concluding  this  report  I beg  to  thank  you  for  all  your  kind 
attention  and  forbearance  in  sanitary  matters.  Your  work  and  res- 
ponsibilities are  constantly  increasing  and  you  will  have  to  exercise 
continued  firmness  in  the  good  work  you  have  in  hand,  thereby  bene- 
fitting  the  present  and  future  generations  of  the  district  you  have 
the  honour  to  represent. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

THOMAS  FISHER, 

Great  Eccleston,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

March  18th,  1899. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 


Rules  for  Infected  Dwellings. 


Thi-  disease,  which  is  of  an  infectious  nature,  is  easily  prevented 
from  spreading  if  proper  means  be  taken  to  remove  the  original  source 
of  infection,  to  isolate  the  patients,  and  to  destroy  all  the  emanations 
from  their  person,  and  I recommend  the  following  rules  : — 


1, — If  a case  of  Enteric,  Typhoid,  Gastric  or  Low  Fever  (different 
names  applied  to  the  same  disease)  appear  in  your  house,  send  immedi- 
ate information  thereof  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district. 


2.  — Hava  your  house  inspected  by  a competent  person,  and  make 
sure  that  no  sewer  oi  drain  gas  can  enter  into  part  of  it. 

3.  — Have  your  water  supply  for  domestic  use  examined,  and  if  in 
the  slightest  degree  contaminated  with  sewage  matter,  immediately  dis- 
continue the  ice  of  it.  Rain  water  received  in  cisterns  or  barrels  above 
ground,  md  filtered  through  a common  charcoal  filter,  is  always  safe. 
Water  contaminated  with  sewage  derived  from  an  infected  source  is 
one  of  the  most  common  causes  of  this  disease. 


4.  — Let  the  patient  be  isolated  in  a.  well-ventilated  room,  without 
carpets  and  curtains,  and  if  possible,  at  the  top  of  the  house. 

5.  — Let  till  discharges  from  the  patient,  especially  those  from  the 
bowels,  bo  received  into  a disinfectant  ; the  most  convenient  being 
Calvert's  Carbolic  Powder.  A piece  of  Gutta-percha  Sheeting  or  Oil- 
cloth should  be  placed  under  the  blanket  to  prevent  the  discharges 
soaking  into  the  bed. 


6. — The  bed  and  body  linen,  and  all  other  infected  clothing,  should 
be  plunged  in  water  containing  8 tablespoonfuls  of  Calvert’s  Carbolic 
Acid  to  every  gallon  of  water,  and  afterwards  boiled  before  being 
washed. 


7.  — Attendants  on  the  sick  should  be  scrupulously  clean,  and  fre- 
quently wash  their  hands  with  a disinfectant,  and  they  should  carefully 
abstain  from  touching  any  article  used  for  the  food  of  man,  such  as  milk, 
etc.  Their  personal  clothing  should  be  treated  as  infected  articles. 

8.  — Any  article  of  food  which  has  been  exposed  to  infection  in  the 
patients’  room  should,  when  not  consumed  bv  the  patient,  be  destroyed. 

9.  — Every  closet  in  the  house,  and  every  eject  leading  into  a drain, 
should  be  disinfected  twice  daily  by  throwing  into  it  a handful  of  green 
copperas.  As  the  germs  of  this  disease  are  most  generallv  dissemin- 
ated by  means  of  the  drains,  every  system  of  drains  receiving  the 
evacuations  of  a Typhoid  patient  should  be  kept  constantly  charged 
with  this  inexpensive  chemical. 

10. — As  some  persons,  from  peculiarity  of  constitution,  take  this 
disease  in  an  extremely  mild  form,  hardly  recognisable  as  Fever,  all 
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persons  residing  in  a house  containing  a Typhoid  patient,  who  are 
suffering  from  the  slightest  indisposition,  and  especially  if  it  is  attended 
with  Diarrhoea,  should  coniine  themselves  to  the  house,  treat  their  own 
evacuations  as  infected,  and  scrupulously  abstain  from  using  their 
neighbours’  closets.  Persons  of  this  class  are  often  the  means  of 
spreading  this  and  other  diseases  in  public  factories  where  closets  are 
used  in  common.  All  such  closets  should  at  all  times  be  flushed  and 
disinfected  twice  daily. 

11.  — Good  ventilation  is  the  best  disinfectant  of  the  air  of  the 
sick  room. 

12.  — As  soon  after  recovery  as  the  patient  is  able  to  bear  it,  he 
should  take  a tepid  bath,  or  be  washed  with  warm  water  and  Carbolic 
Acid  Soap  ; he  may  then  re-enter  the  family  with  safety. 

13.  — On  the  recovery  or  removal  of  a patient,  all  floors,  walls 
and  ceilings  should  be  fumigated,  scraped  and  cleaned.  For  fumigat- 
ing infected  rooms  and  their  contents,  nothing  is  better  than  sulphur. 
A quarter-of-a-pound  of  brimstone,  broken  into  small  pieces,  should  be 
put  into  an  iron  dish  (or  the  lid  of  an  iron  saucepan  turned  upside 
down),  supported  by  a pair  of  tongs  over  a bucket  of  water.  The 
chimney  and  other  openings  are  then  closed  with  paper  pasted  on,  and 
a shovelful  of  live  coals  to  put  upon  the  brimstone.  The  door  is  then 
quickly  shut,  the  crevices  covered  with  paper  and  paste,  and  the  room 
keptclosed  for  six  or  seven  hours.  After  this  a thorough  cleansing 
should  be  effected  ; everything  washable  should  washed  and  all  other 
things  be  cleansed  by  proper  means. 

14.  — Any  further  advice  of  a public  character  required  for  carry- 
out the  above,  or  other  Sanitary  precautions,  will  be  given  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Medical  Officer  of  health,  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances  of  the 
District. 
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SCARLET  FEVER  & DIPHTHERIA. 
Instructions  for  Infected  Dwellings. 


1.  — At  once  isolate  infected  case  and  where  possible  place  in  top 
room  of  the  house. 

2.  — Provide  one  special  attendant,  with  complete  set  of  utensils 
for  nursing. 

3.  — Strip  the  room  in  which  patient  lies  of  all  carpets  and  curtains. 

4.  — Let  all  the  discharges  of  whatever  kind  he  received  on  their 
very  issue  from  the  body  into  a disinfectant,  such  as  Calvert’s  Powder, 
Chloride  of  Lime,  Curb  >1  ic  Acid,  or  Condv’s  Fluid,  and  continue  this 
from  the  first  discovery,  or  even  suspicion  of  Scarlet  Fever,  until  eight 
weeks  from  that  date,  no  matter  how  much  sooner  the  patient  may  appear 
perfect  ly  well,  and  his  skin  quite  free  from  any  remainder  of  peeling. 

o. — About  the  fourth  day  of  the  eruption,  let  the  surface  of  the 
body  be  well  rubbed  with  Carbolic  Oil  daily,  but  only  by  permission 
of  Medical  Attendant. 

(3. — A large  vessel  containing  Condy’s  Fluid  or  Carbolic  Acid,  in 
the  proportion  of  from  (>  to  8 tablespoonfuls  to  every  gallon  of  water, 
should  be  kept  in  the  room.  All  bed  and  body  linen,  on  its  removal 
from  the  person  of  the  patient,  to  he  immediately  placed  therein,  as  the 
too  common  habit  of’  carrying  the  dirty  clothing  of  a Scarlet  Fever 
patient  through  the  kitchen  or  other  room  in  the  house,  cannot  be  too 
strongly  condemned. 

7.  — An  infected  dwelling  should  not  be  visited  by  neighbours  ; a 
habit  much  too  common,  and  one  to  be  highly  deprecated. 

8.  — No  room  (after  having  been  occupied  by  a Scarlet  Fever 
patient)  should  be  re-occupied  until  it  has  been  thoroughly  disinfected 
and  lime-washed,  and  if  papered,  the  paper  removed. 

9.  — It  is  a good  plan  to  place  a sheet  across  the  entrance  to  an 
infected  room,  and  occasionally  saturate  the  same  with  a solution  of 
Carbolic  and  water,  same  strength  as  before-mentioned —6  or  8 table- 
spoonfuls to  1 gallon  of  water. 

10.  — Perfect  cleanliness,  both  as  to  the  patient  and  surroundings, 
is  of  the  highest  importance  in  any  infectious  disease. 

11.  — No  food,  liquid  or  solid  ('having  been  once  in  an  infected 
room)  should  be  used  by  any  other  person,  but  if  removed,  should  be 
disinfected  and  destroyed. 

12.  — Under  no  circumstances  should  more  than  one  infected  person 
be  placed  in  one  bed,  and  all  overcrowding  should  be  carefully  avoided. 

13.  — Disinfectants  are  supplied  gratis  upon  application  to  the  In- 
spector of  Nuisances,  and  all  infected  dwellings  will  be  disinfected  by 
him,  after  the  infectious  disease  has  subsided. 

14.  — In  case  of  death,  the  corpse  should  be  thickly  covered  with 
Carbolic  Powder,  and  speedily  buried. 

15.  — No  child  after  Scarlet  Fever  should  be  allowed  to  re-enter  a 
school  without  a Certificate  from  theModical  Officer  of  Health  or  In- 


16 


spector  of  Nuisances,  stating  that  lie  can  do  so  without  risk  to  others, 
and  this  is  not  usually  asked  for  until  the  6th  or  8th  week  he  past. 

16.  — On  the  recovery  or  removal  of  a patient,  all  floors,  walls  aud 
ceilings  should  be  fumigated,  scraped  and  cleaned.  For  fumigating  in- 
fected rooms  and  their  contents,  nothing  is  better  than  sulphur.  A 
quarter-of-a-pound  of  brimstone,  broken  into  small  pieces,  should  be 
put  into  an  iron  dish  (or  the  lid  of  an  iron  saucepan  turned  upside 
down),  supported  by  a pair  of  tongs  over  a bucket  of  water.  The 
chimney  and  other  openings  are  then  closed  with  paper  pasted  on,  and 
a shovelful  of  live  coal  is  put  upon  the  brimstone.  The  door  is  then 
quickly  shut,  the  crevices  covered  with  paper  and  paste,  and  the  room 
kept  closed  for  five  or  six  hours. 

17.  — After  this,  a thorough  cleansing  should  be  effected  ; every- 
thing washable  should  be  washed,  and  all  other  things  be  cleansed  by 
proper  means. 

18.  — Dogs  and  cats  should  in  all  infectious  cases  be  excluded  from 
the  room. 

19.  — These  rules  apply  to  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  except 
that  in  the  latter  case  the  rubbing  of  the  skin  with  oil  is  not  required. 

It  is  now  generally  known,  under  the  infectious  Disease  Notifica- 
tion Act,  that  it  is  compulsory  upon  both  the  occupier  of  the  infected 
dwelling  and  the  Medical  Attendant  to  report  an  infectious  disease  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Any  further  advice  of  a public  character,  required  for  carrying 
out  the  above  or  other  Sanitary  precautions,  will  be  given  on  applica- 
ti  >n  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances  of  the 
District. 

SMALLPOX. 

Is  to  be  dealt  with  in  all  respects  like  Scarlet  Fever,  with  the 
substitution  of  a dressing  of  charcoal  and  olive  oil,  mixed  to  the  con- 
sistency of  paint,  aud  applied  with  a brush.  Spots  kept  covered  with 
this  will  not  pit. 

MEASLES  AND  CHICKEN  POX. 

These  can  be  stopped  by  keeping  the  rules  for  Scarlet  Fever,  for 
three  weeks.  There  is  no  occasion  for  oiling  the  skin  in  any  disease 
but  Scarlet  Fever,  but  all  eruptive  Fevers  infect  clothing  and  bed 
clothing. 

THOMAS  FISHER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Great  Eccleston,  Garstang. 


Table  A.  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Tear  1898,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  G-arstang. 


Names  of 

Localities. 

Mortality  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages. 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of 

Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1 

year. 

l 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

up- 

wards 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid. 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Dysentery. 

xA 

• rH 

xn 

3 

+3 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia, 

and  Pleurisy. 

40  q5 
cn 

<3  c3 

CD  <D 

“s 

m 

CD 

• rH 

u 

2 
•1 9 

G 

M 

All  other 

Diseases. 

<5 

EH 

O 

EH 

Garstang  . . . 

73 

8 

6 

1 

4 

22 

32 

under  5 

1 

2 

1 

8 

12 

5 upwd 

3 

16 

9 

1 

32 

61 

Stalmine  ... 

55 

15 

0 

1 

6 

18 

15 

under  5 

2 

1 

10 

13 

5 upwd 

2 

3 

5 

4 

3 

25 

42 

St.Michael’s 

30 

6 

2 

2 

0 

11 

9 

under  5 

7 

7 

5 upwd 

2 

4 

3 

2 

12 

23 

Totals  

158 

29 

8 

4 

10 

51 

56 

under 5 

1 

4 

2 

25 

32 

5 upwd 

2 

8 

25 

16 

6 

69 

126 

Table  B.  Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  lew  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1898. 


Names  of  Localities. 


Garstang  Union 


Population  at  all 
Ages. 


Census, 


1891. 


Estimated 
to 

middle  of 
1898. 


12151 


12151 


Regis- 

tered 

Births. 


254 


254 


c 

<D 

> 

+3 

O 

a 

© 

?- 

0$ 

co 

© 

be 

© 


New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid. 

Relapsing. 

Puerperal. 

72 

1 

2 

12 

9 

1 

72 

1 

2 

12 

9 

1 

Totals 


12151 


12151 


TABLE  C. 


COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER. 


Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report 

for  1898. 


RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GARSTANG. 


Area  in  Statute  Acres 60199.  Population  (Census)  1891 12151 

Population,  Estimated  1898  12151 


Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health THOMAS  FISHER. 

Salary,  £70. 


Births 

registered 


(Male  123) 

( Total  254 
(Female  131 ) 

Birth  Rate,  2 .90 


Deaths  fMale  82) 
registered  (Pemale76j 

Death  Ra'e,  13.  03 


Total  158 


Rate  of  Infant  Deaths,  under  one  year,  to  1,000  Births,  114.1. 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  per  1,000  of 

population,  .16. 

Diseases  prevalent :— Chest  Afiections,  Scarlet  Fever. 

Period  : — October  to  December. 

What  Action  taken  ’—Closing  of  Schools.  Any  Schools  Closeu  ?— Yes. 

If  so,  for  what  Disease  ’—Scarlet  Fever. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation  ’ — Nil. 

Is  it  joint  or  otherwise  ’—Nil.  No.  of  Beds  available  for  the  District  ’—Nil. 
What  were  the  Cases  Treated  ’—Nil.  Deaths  in  Hospital-Nil. 

From  what  Causes  ’—Nil. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out  ’— No  Apparatus.  Apparatus  used  ’—None. 

Is  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  in  force? Yes. 

Are  any  Diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act  notifiable  (for  instance 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  Ac.)  ’—No. 

If  so,  what  are  they? — Nil. 


What  is  the  character  of  House 

Accommodation?  That  of  the  Cottages.  Deficient. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  under 
“ The  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890  ” ? _ 

Have  any  houses  condemned  as  ( 

r"lS£iUed  to  c”"rt  “d 

man^ 

Is  the  Water  Supply  good  and  f Very  variable, 
subject  to  your  inspection  ?. . . . (That  of  the  Fylde  Water  Co.  good. 

Is  Scavenging  carried  out  satis- 
factorily ? 

By  Sanitary  Authority  or  Con- 

tract  ? By  Contract  under  Sanitary  Authority. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ? . . Carted  on  to  the  land. 

What  is  the  character  of  Drain- 

age  and  the  form  of  Sewage  Unsatisfactory  generally. 

Disposal  ? Ditto.  & * 


Canal  Boats  Regularly  inspected. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  No  Public  Bakehouses  of  any  magnitude. 
Bakehouses?  Small  ones  well  kept. 


Slaughter  Houses? 


( Special  attention  devoted  to  them. 

) Great  improvement  has  taken  place. 


Lodging  Houses  ? 

Are  they  Registered  ? 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  & Milkshops — 
Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? 
What  is  their  condition  ? .... 

Are  th  y subject  to  Regulations 
made  under  the  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  ? . . 
What  amount  of  air  space  in 
cubic  feet  is  required  for  each 
Cow?  


Regularly  inspected. 

Yes. 

Regularly  inspected.  Yes. 

Generally  unsatisfactory. 

No.  We  have  no  adopted  regulations. 

Nil. 


Have  the  Factories  and  Work- 
shops been  inspected,  and  with 

what  result? Yes.  See  Inspector’s  Report. 

Food  unfit  for  Human  Consum-  Proceedings  taken.  Nil. 
tion.  Amount  seized  ? Nil. 


Any  Special  Report  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the 
year  ? No. 

t-  o,  , XT  , „ (No.  of  Notices  served  ..220  Inspections 

Department  of  Inspectors  of  I „ Nuisances  remedied  184  made  1764 

uisances  1 ,,  _ Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result. 

(Closing  Order  of  Bad  Dwelling. 

INo.  of  Observations ) 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  & result  ,T., 
What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the|Nl1 
emission  of  black  smoke  per  hour  ? . . j 

Has  the  Authority  adopted — 

(a)  “The  Infectious  Disease 

(Prevention)  Act,  1890  ” ? Yes. 

(b)  “ The  Public  Health  Acts, 

Amendment  Act,  1890  ”?  No. 


